
Making a Difference Together
After 10 exciting house fellowships with all 
kinds of people who call Parkway Heights 
home, I am even more excited about our 
journey together! At each and every house, I 
heard laughter and joy. I heard people share 
their stories of what led them to this church. 
I could feel the passion people have as they 
talked about their experiences of fellowship, 
mission trips, worship, learning and outreach. 
Every conversation was saturated with 
connection, friendship and hope.

What kind of price could you put on the community that has been built up here 
over the years? What value would you put on what God is doing in the very 
midst of our congregation? Look inside this edition for a taste of what God is 
doing right here at Parkway Heights as a result of people coming together.  

For the three Sundays of October 15, 22 and 29, we will focus on what it means 
to come together and to commit together for God’s work. We will remember 
that God still does incredible things as we make a difference together—with 
each other, with our neighbors and with Christ.  

You’ll have a chance to turn in a faith financial pledge card for 2018 on any of 
these three Sundays. You’ll hear stories of what God is doing right here that 
would never be possible without a people committed to serving and giving 
together! During this season, we need your prayers, your presence and your faith 
pledge for 2018. For Christ’s church and for the world He gave his life for, let’s 
come together!

See you Sunday,
Bruce

Bruce Case
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Upcoming Events
World Communion Sunday

Sunday, October 1

Parents’ Night Out
Friday, October 6, 6-9:30 p.m.

Outreach Circle Po-Boy Lunch
Sunday, October 8

Men’s Work Day for R³SM
Saturday, October 14

Wesley Club Meeting
Thursday, October 19, 11:45 a.m.

Church Council Meeting
Monday, October 23, 5:30 p.m.

Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, October 29

Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 29, 4-6 p.m.

Time of Commitment
I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing. 
                                            -John 15:5

During this time of stewardship 
emphasis, we ask you to please 
prayerfully consider your financial 
commitment and return your 
financial pledge card on Oct. 
15, 22 or 29. Thank you for your 
faithfulness!

Making a Difference



fyi

A Letter from Jason Lee
Parkway Heights has 
etched a permanent mark 
on my heart because 
of what God has done 
through His congregation 
here... whether it be in 
our personal lives, in the 
hearts of our children 
and youth, in our local 
community or through 
our missions abroad. I’ve 
personally never expe-
rienced a church so committed and so passionate 
about coming together to share God’s love. I am in 
awe when I think about all that God has done.

The small group I meet with on Sunday mornings 
has been studying Ruth the last few weeks. It’s a story 
that I’ve heard many times, but only now am I begin-
ning to fully understand its significance. This story is 
important because it connects the idea of “togeth-
er-ness” with faithfulness. In other words, coming 
together in faithful prayer and service for others (no 

matter the difficulty) is what allows God’s love to work 
in and through us. This lesson was reinforced just this 
past Sunday — a young lady in our community had 
been sleeping on the floor of her home. She was in 
need of basic furniture and asked one of our small 
group members for help. Just like Boaz in the story of 
Ruth, she had been praying for God to help this young 
lady who had fallen on hard times. God intervened 
when a bed and a couch were donated that same 
day... just a tiny example of how God works through 
us when we come together with faithfulness. 

This season of financial pledging is an opportunity for 
us to come together and put our faithfulness into ac-
tion, so that God can continue to make a difference as 
we share His love through our prayers, our presence, 
our gifts, our service and our witness. Please prayer-
fully consider your pledge for the upcoming year, and 
please place it in the offering plate on Oct. 15, 22 or 
29, so we can better plan for what God has in store for 
us in 2018.

Thank you for coming together to make a difference!

- Jason Lee, stewardship chair

Jason Lee and his children Jake, 
Jackson and Julia

I could do nothing if I were not working 
together with my church family. As 
many of you know, I work closely with 
the Fieldhouse for the Homeless. I know 
that I can call on anyone, at any time, 
from Parkway Heights to assist in this 
ministry.

I was recently out in the woods as part 
of a homeless outreach effort. I was 
visiting with a man who recognized me 
instantly, not as Paige, but as “that lady 
from Parkway Heights.” Why, yes I am, 
and what an honor! Thank you, Park-
way Heights, for being that church—for 
serving those in our community, for be-
ing the hands and feet of Christ. We get 
so much more accomplished working 
together for Him.

- Paige Kennedy

HOW DO WE COME TOGETHER?
Being part of the Women’s Bible study 
has not only strengthened and deep-
ened my relationship with God but 
also strengthened and deepened my 
relationship by fellowshipping with 
women across multigenerations. What 
a blessing!

- Jan Macko

Our church building is like a Swiss Army 
knife; it’s used for so many things during 
the week. I have never seen a church 
so ready to give away its space to help 
community groups minister to people. 
At Parkway Heights, we are partnering 
with people in Hattiesburg for the
Kingdom. We are serving God together 
with our neighbors.

- Sid Collins

I have experienced the power of
“together” through the Seekers Sunday 
School class. These past few months we 
have been able to stay connected with 
Dixie and Jeff Evans by praying for their 
daughter Emily Shepherd’s health and 
recovery during this journey. Together, 
we have surrounded them with love, 
gifts of comfort, cards and notes of 
encouragement. All have experienced 
God’s presence at this time.

Again and again, I’m inspired through 
my connection with this class. I am 
so thankful that because of Parkway 
Heights—and my Seekers class—I never 
journey alone.

- Dixie McDougald
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Everyone in our congregation and 
in the community is always invited 
to worship at the Open Door 
Community every Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. at 2180 Oak Grove Road in 
Hattiesburg.

On Thursday, Oct. 5, the Open Door 
will begin a worship series about 
The Sermon on the Mount, which will 
continue until the end of November. 
Found within The Sermon on the 
Mount in Matthew 5-7 is the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Beatitudes and what most 
consider the central tenets of the 
Christian discipleship. Oddly enough, 
before the Big Book of Alcoholics 
Anonymous was written, it was also 
one of the approved Scriptures 
during the meetings. 

Prior to each worship service, a book 
study will be offered from 5:30-6:15 

Upcoming Events at Open Door Community
p.m., using Emmett Fox’s book The 
Sermon on the Mount as a guide. 
All are welcome to join the study, 
worship or both!

Another special event, an All Souls 
Service, will take place at the Open 
Door on Thursday, Nov. 2, at 6:30 p.m. 
You might be familiar with All Saints, 
the Christian holiday where we 
celebrate Christians who have died 
in the past year. All Souls is a time 
to lift up everyone who has died. At 
the Open Door Community, All Souls 
is a way of lifting up our friends, 
family and community members, 
regardless whether they died faithful 
or faithless; sober or drunken; clean 
or overdosed; happy or sad. 

To learn about the Open Door 
Community, contact David Sellers at 
davidsellers@parkwayheights.org.

World Communion
Churches across the world, including 
Parkway Heights, will be celebrating 
World Communion Sunday on Oct. 
1 with communion and a special 
offering to provide scholarships for 
national and international graduate 
students whom God has gifted to 
learn and to serve. 

In our 8:30 a.m. service, we will 
celebrate World Communion in 
a unique way. During our 11 a.m. 
service, we will enjoy hearing our 
Children’s Choir perform a special 
communion song.

Thanks to your giving on World Com-
munion Sunday, education is in more 
hands. We invite you to support this 
mission and ministry with a special 
offering gift on Sunday, Oct. 1.

Stephen Ministry Training Begins
Parkway Heights began training its first class of Stephen 
Ministers on Wednesday, Sept. 6. This group will complete 
a required 50 hours of training in preparation to serve 
the Parkway Heights congregation. We invite you to pray 
for our Stephen Ministers by name as they meet weekly 
together with Stephen Ministry Leaders Julie Collins and 
Carolyn Karlovich.

Our soon-to-be Stephen Ministers are:

Marie Curry
Debi Davenport
Jay Estes
Clint Gill

Gary Hess
Paige Kennedy
Lex Mason
Cindy Re

More than one-and-a-half million people have received care from a Stephen 
Minister in a formal one-to-one Stephen Ministry caring relationship, and mil-
lions more have been touched by Stephen Ministry in an informal way. Parkway 
Heights’ Stephen Ministers look forward to helping provide a place where no-
one has to hurt alone.

Bettie Ross
Diane Williams
Don Woodall
Marty Woodall

Proceeds go to mission projects.
For tickets, call Micky at 601.268.3127 

or Berneice at 601.296.9415.

PO-BOY
CARRY-OUT LUNCH

Sunday, Oct. 8
Pick up plates after either service.

Plates are $7 and 

include: ham or 

turkey sandwich, 

chips & a brownie.

Sponsored by 
Outreach Circle
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Men’s Ministry Service Days
On Sept. 23, our Men’s Ministry helped R³SM rebuild a home in Petal, 

which was destroyed by the tornado of January 2017. Eleven men from 
our church worked together to complete wall insulation, attic decking 

and building the front porch. Other churches in our community and from 
across the country have been helping R³SM with this project as well.

Our men will continue to hold work days on Oct. 14, Nov. 11, Dec. 9, Jan. 
13, Feb. 10 and March 10. Mark your calendars now! If you can help on 

any of these days, email wesarrington@parkwayheights.org. 

Wesley Club Meeting
On Thursday, Oct. 
19, Wesley Club 
will welcome Kim 
Townsend. Kim 
is the homeless 
coordinator for the 
City of Hattiesburg. 
In this unique 
position, which 
she has held 
since February 2016, Kim is able to 
advocate and mediate problems 
that arise in the community with the 
city’s homeless. She has helped many 
individuals in our area secure housing. 
We look forward to hearing from Kim 
about her important work. 

Wesley Club meets on the third 
Thursday of each month from 
11:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. in Founders 
Hall. Everyone over the age of 55 is 
welcome! If you have never been 
contacted by a Wesley Club caller and 
are interested in attending, please 
call the Church Office at 601.544.7873 
to make a reservation. This month’s 
lunch will be prepared by Julie Hall 
and will cost $7/person.

If you have any other questions about 
Wesley Club, please contact Club 
President Helen Moss or staff member 
Julie Collins.

Divorce/Grief Recovery
The next session of Rebuilding When a Relationship Ends will begin Monday, Oct. 16, at 6:45 
p.m. at The Open Door, located at 2180 Oak Grove Road. This program ministers to individuals 
who are facing the end of a relationship due to separation, divorce or death. The workshop is 
held each Monday night for nine weeks. The cost is $30, and scholarships are available.  

Please help us spread the word to anyone you know who could benefit from this helpful class.

Call 601.544.7873 to register. Free childcare is available if requested with registration. You can learn more at facebook.com/
divorcegriefrecovery.

Men from Parkway Heights helped install 
insulation during the home rebuild.

The men also finished building the front 
porch of the home during their work day.

Kim Townsend

SEPTEMBER WESLEY CLUB

The ladies of the UMW Sally Bevill Circle 
prepared and served the meal at

Wesley Club’s September meeting.

Wesley Manor Fundraiser
All Ranks Club at Camp Shelby

Thursday, Nov. 9
5:30 p.m.

Enjoy dinner, entertainment &
a silent auction

Tickets are $50, and proceeds benefit 
the bus fund for Wesley Manor.

For information, call 601.264.8847.



Trunk or Treat Time!
Trunk or Treat is fast approaching on Sunday, Oct. 29, from 4-6 p.m. This is the 
highlight of the year for our partnership with Woodley Elementary School. Hun-
dreds of kids and “not so kids” enjoy this celebration each year, and we need your 
help to make it a success. We need more trunks! So decorate those Chevys and 
Hondas and Fords and Nissans and whatever else!

We also need volunteers to help serve hot dogs, drinks, popcorn and s’mores! 
A few specific ways you can help include: providing a decorated trunk, tailgate, 
hatchback or even a freestanding game for the kids to enjoy; providing candy 
and treats; volunteering that day to help with setup, 
breakdown and cleanup; and assisting with the games 
and activities. We will have hot dogs, a cake walk, 9 
square, lots of candy and lots of FUN.

Be on the lookout for the opportunity to serve in the 
Every Member in Ministry section of your Sunday 
bulletin.

outreach

Invite, Connect, Equip and Send are 
the linchpins of Parkway Heights 
United Methodist Church’s mission 
statement. What does “send” mean in 
this context? Most people know that 
Parkway Heights has a big heart for 
missions. Often when you tell people 
that you attend church at Parkway 
Heights, our name and reputation 
precede us for our involvement. 

Our mission work encompasses 
trips to Utah, Honduras, Costa Rica, 
Memphis, Jackson, South Louisiana 
and just around the corner here in 
the Pine Belt—actually, around lots 
of corners!

• We touch the lives of a school 
child in a third world country 
by helping provide a meal and 
maybe a school uniform. The 
parent of that child receives basic 
medical, dental or vision care, 
with a kind heart and a loving 
prayer.

• Parkway Heights’ missions bring 
Bible stories (along with a new 
pair of shoes and clothing) 
to Native American children 
through VBS-centered mission 
trips.

• A roof is repaired in a 
neighboring state.

• A children’s home in Jackson gets 
help with beautification of their 
landscape and receives some 
new games for the children.

• College students get a meal.
• A stranded family gets help with 

gas to make it home.
• Breakfast and a message of 

hope are shared with a group 
of homeless, yet we feel like the 
ones blessed by the experience.

• A homeless individual gets a 
bus ticket to a location with a 
promising job.

• Someone else gets a tent to help 
tide him over while searching 
for an answer to his housing 
challenge.

• Tornado-damaged homes get 
new drywall.

• Meals on Wheels, Samaritan’s 
Purse, Woodley Backpack meals 
and Adopt-a-Family all provide 
food or clothing for neighbors in 
need.

• Trunk or Treat, which includes 
children from outside our 
congregation and is COMING UP 
SOON, provides a fun night of 
sharing love and fellowship.

• Breadbasket and Edward’s Street 
food pantry ministries put food 
on people’s tables.

• Scout troops, both Boy and Girl, 
have a place to meet.

• And our newest mission field is 
the campus of Hattiesburg High 
School.

These are the ways we “send” our 
people. So get involved! Your gifts, 
talents and time are what make 
Parkway Heights a great community 
of which to be a part. 

Who Do We Reach with Outreach?

Empty Bowls Fundraiser 
for Edwards Street
The annual Empty Bowls fundraiser 
for Edwards Street Fellowship Center 
food pantry will be held Saturday, 
Oct. 21, from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
between Main Street Books and 
Gratefull Soul in Downtown Hatties-
burg. For $25, guests receive a one-
of-a-kind, handcrafted pottery bowl 
and a meal of soup, bread, dessert 
and beverage donated by area chefs 
and restaurants. To purchase a ticket, 
call 601.584.6960. Your support 
helps fill empty bowls in our com-
munity! Thank you!



Awakening Event
Friday, Nov. 3-Sunday, Nov. 5, in Hattiesburg

We’re joining youth from other UMC 
congregations in Hattiesburg for a local 

discipleship event. This will be a weekend 
you don’t want to miss!

- Registration begins Oct. 1.
- Cost: $50 if you register by Oct. 21 / $70 if 

you register after Oct. 21.
- Head to http://bit.ly/PHawakening to 

register.

youth

Peru Mission Team
For the first time ever, Parkway 
Heights will be taking a youth mission 
trip to Pachacutec, Peru (just outside 
Lima). This trip is open to youth 
(seventh grade and up) and adults. 
Current ninth-twelfth grade students 
have priority since space is limited.

This trip will be hosted by Living 
Missions Peru. More information can 
be found on the Peru team website at 
http://bit.ly/PHPeru.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Confirmation Sunday is Oct. 29.

Recognition will take place during the 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services.

YOUTH IN ACTION
On Sept. 17, our Cultivate Cohort listened to 
Bruce Case teach about our Methodist heritage.

Sunday Night at 
Parkway (SN@P) 

worship

Parkway Heights has fed the Hattiesburg High 
School band before each home game this year.

Small groups 
gather at SN@P.



children

   Children’s
      News

Parents’ Night Out
Parents’ Night Out will be held Friday, Oct. 6, from 
6 until 9:30 p.m. Please register by using the link on 
myParkwayHeights (ParkwayHeights.CCBchurch.com) 
by noon on Thursday, Oct. 5, to ensure adequate 
staffing and pizza. Cost of pizza is $5. We encourage all 
parents of little ones to take advantage of this special 
night off that is offered by our Children’s Ministry. 

Our Newest Blessing

On Sept. 10, we wel-
comed Fred Thomas 
Casey into the body 
of Christ with his bap-
tism. Fred is the son 
of Jessica and Michael 
Casey and the grand-
son of Iva Brown.

Wednesday Nights at Parkway

From 5:45-6:15 p.m. on Wednesday nights,
kindergartners through sixth graders are joining to 

sing and celebrate! This month we will begin
preparations for the Christmas musical,

Really, Really, Really Good News! 

ESCAPE TO NARNIA
Following choir, the 
children “escape” to 
Narnia for a story-
book adventure! 
Join us as we meet 
Mr. Tumnus, the 
White Witch, the 
Beavers and Aslan!

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

CREATIVE HEARTS
Our girls have been 

making clay
ornaments for 

others and bowls 
for the Edwards 

Street Empty Bowls 
mission event on 

Oct. 21.

Blessing of the Prayer 
Shawls

Children in both 
services participated 
in blessing the prayer 
shawls during Children’s 
Moments on Sept. 17.

Supporting Emily Runnels
Emily Runnels has served as the Children’s Ministry 
intern since June 2016. This semester she has stepped 
down from serving at Parkway Heights in order to study 
overseas at Keele University in England! Please consider 
sending her a note of encouragement! Her address is: 

Emily Runnels
Room 357 Lindsay Court
Lindsay Hall of Residence

University of Keele
Newcastle Under Lyme
Staffordshire, England

ST5 5DX
Emily visited Germany 

before classes began.



Our mission: To invite, connect, equip and send people for Christ

Parkway Heights UMC
2420 Hardy Street

Hattiesburg, MS 39401-5911
parkwayheights.org

601.544.7873

Bruce Case, Lead Pastor 

Julie Collins, Executive Pastor 

Susan Eaton, Associate Pastor

David Sellers, Pastor, 
The Open Door Community

Wes Ingram, Youth & Family 

Lesley Ellison, Children & Family 

Wes Arrington, Outreach & Facilities

Sunday Gatherings
Worship: 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Fellowship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Wednesdays @ Parkway
Family Meal: 5:15 p.m.

Studies & Groups: 6 p.m.

The Open Door Community
2180 Oak Grove Road
Thursdays: 6:30 p.m.

Special thanks to our InMission proofreader Nova Corley

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Download our App

Find us on Instagram

PHUMC Finances 
August 2017 
Income ..................................................... $116,701 
Expenses ................................................ $118,659 
Net .................................................................... $(1,958) 
 
YTD Actual 
Income ................................................ $1,001,526 
Expenses ................................................ $992,553 
Net ........................................................................ $8,973 
 
YTD Comparison 
Budgeted Income ................ $1,067,333 
Actual Income .......................... $1,001,526 
Budget Deficit .................................... $65,807

Prayer Concerns 
• Kay Davenport
• Landa Ryan
• Emily Shepard
• Reese Tisdale

Sympathy To... 
- Mary Barnett on the death of her 
brother

- the family of Beverly Tinnon

- Jeffrey Nicholson on the death of 
his mother, Patricia Withers

- Anne-Marie Haigler on the death 
of her grandmother, Helen Swann

Praise... 
- for the birth of Annabelle Mae 
Maurer, born to Rachel and Greg 
Maurer on Sept. 1, 2017 

- for the birth of Sydney Alexandra 
Lovitt, born to Amye and Austin 
Lovitt on Sept. 2, 2017

Mail Room

Dear Rev. Case,

On Sept. 10, my husband, son and I 
visited your church at 11 a.m. We were 
in Hattiesburg to escape Hurricane 
Irma, but we found all well at our Flor-
ida homes when we returned.

Thank you for your prayers for us 
during the service and for your gra-
cious offer of housing. Several people 
came up to us afterward, offering help 
and concern. We felt most welcome 
at our Methodist church away from 
home. 

From three wanderers who expe-
rienced the hospitality of Parkway 
Heights, we ask God’s blessings on 
you and your congregation.

Sincerely,
Sally Verner
Plant City, Florida

Dear Parkway Heights Friends,

In the first eight months of this 
year, over 291,000 pounds of food 
were distributed by our food pantry. 
Volunteer medical providers have 
treated patients at over 580 medical 
appointments this year. The lives of 
struggling neighbors are improved 
every day through the ministries of 
Edwards Street Fellowship Center, all 
to the glory of God. Your generous 
gifts make that possible. Thank you 
for making us part of your church 
budget, your Sunday School offering 
and your prayer life as you help us 
shine the light of God’s love across the 
Pine Belt.

Blessings, 
Ann McCullen
Executive Director
Edwards Street Fellowship Center


